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Ha 1 crpanune o6noxku: Lropuxckuii yausepcurer (UZH) — kpynHeWnii yHUBEpCUTET
[IBeiinapun, B KOTOpOM B Hacrosiiee BpeMsi ooyuaercst 6onee 26 000 crynenrtos. Mcropus
UZH 6epet cBoe Hayano ¢ 1525 rojga, 94To MO3BOJIIET €My BXOIHUTH B TPYMIy 'cTapemmx
yauBepcurteroB" [lIsetinapun. UZH mpencraBiseT co00# KIaCCHUECKUN HCCIENOBATEIIbCKII
yauBepcuteT. Cerivac B UZH neficTByroT 7 (hakyIbTeTOB OJHMH M3 KOTOPBIX BETEPUHAPHBIM.
UZH 3aHnMaeT BBICOKHE MECTa B PECTIEKTA0EIbHBIX MEXKTyHAPOIHBIX PEUTHHTaX.
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IMPUMEHEHUE BAKTEPUAJIBHBIX TECT-CUCTEM
JIJISI OHEHKHY NOTEHIIUMAJIBHOT'O MYTATEHHOI'O
3OPEKTA HOBBIX ®PAPMAIEBTUYECKHNX
COEJIMHEHUN

Ananknaa A.A.- Maaamui HaydHbiid coTpyaHuk, Kpeimens K.JI.- Mmaamuii HayqHbINH COTPYI-
Huk, Makapoa M.H. - 1.M.H., mpodeccop, Makapos B.I". - n.M.H., mpodeccop,
Cankr-IlerepOyprekuit HHCTUTYT (hapManyuu

v PEQEPAT

S Anaju3 reHeTHYecKod TOKCMYHOCTH MO3BOJSET BBIABUTH BEIECTBA, 00J1a/1ai0-
| e crnocobHocThio nospexaath JHK w/unm xpomocomsr kierok. [TogoGHbIe
MOBPEXK/CHUS MOTYT MPUBOJMUTH K MYyTAlUsM M YBEIHMUCHUIO PUCKA MOSBICHHS
paka ¥ BpOXAEHHBIX nedekroB. MccnenoBanus reHeTHYeCKO TOKCUYHOCTH U
MYTareHHOCTH  SIBJISIIOTCS ~ HEOOXOJMMBIMH  HPU  OLIGHKE  ONACHOCTH
V " (hapMaKOJIOTHIECKHAX CPEICTB. BakHyIO0 POJIb B BBIIBICHHH M OIICHKE BEIICCTB
noBpexaaronux  JHK  wrpator  uccnenmoBaHuss ¢ HMCIOJIb30BAHUEM
OaKTepHaIbHBIX TECT-CHCTEM, B BHIY HX IPOCTOW peann3anui, OBICTPOTHI,
MIIPOKOTO MTPUMEHEHHUS, BRICOKOH YYBCTBUTEIHHOCTHIO M XOPOIIEH BOCHIPOM3BOAUMOCTH. OT-
kpeiTre b. DitMcom u koseramu B 1970 roty MEKpOCOMaTbHOTO MYTareHHOTO TeCTa MOJIOKH-
JIO HAyaJlo Pa3BUTHIO I'€HOTOKCHYECKUX HCCIEOBAaHMH Ha OEKTEpHalbHBIX TECT-CUCTEMaXx,
KOTOPBIC MO-TIPEKHEMY SIBIISIFOTCS aKTyaJbHBIM MPEAMETOM UcclienoBanus. OCHOBHBIM IIPHH-
IUIIOM TECTa SIBISICTCS PEBEPCUS MUKPOOPTAaHU3MOB TIOJ] ACHCTBUECM OTCHIUAIBHBIX MyTare-
HOB U TIEPEXO0 U3 ayKCOTPO(HHOTO COCTOSIHUS (OTCYTCTBUE pocTa Ha OE3rMCTHIMHOBOI cpelie)
K npororpodHocTH. KpaiiHe Ba)KHBIM acIIEKTOM TI'€HOTOKCHYECKHX HCCIICIOBAHHMN SIBISETCS
OMoaKkTUBALMS TECTHPYEMbIX coequHeHni. Hambonee mIMPOKO HpUMEHSIETCS BHEKIJIETOYHAS
MeTa0oIImYecKasi aKTHBAIHS ITyTeM J00aBIICHHUS B CHCTEMY TOMOTEHATa MEUeHH KPBIC. Takum
00pa3oM, paroOHAIBHBINA MOIX0A K MPUMEHEHHIO OaKTePUATBHBIX TECT-IITAMMOB HMPUBENT K
CO3/IaHHIO CTICIU(PUIHOTO ¥ TyBCTBUTEIFHOTO WHCTPYMEHTA ISl OBICTPOTO, HAJEKHOTO U 3KO-
HOMUYECKH BBITOJHOTO aHalN3a B T€HOTOKCHKOJIOTHH, YTO WIPAeT OOJBIIOE 3HAYCHHE MPH

OIIEHKE PUCKOB (PapMaKOIOTHICCKHUX BEIIECTB.
KiroueBble c10Ba: JEKapCTBEHHBIH MyTareHe3, OaKTepHaIbHBIE TECT-CHCTEMBI, TCHOTOK-

CHYHOCTb, MyTarcHbII0.

BBE/IEHUE 3a [Pamomopt M.A., 1970; Bouxos H.II.,

JlekapcTBEHHBI!  MyTareHe3 —sBISETCA 1997; Nyownmn H.IL., 1999]. B ycnosusx
OJIHUM W3 aCICKTOB MPOOJIEMBbI TECHETHYE- MHTEHCHBHOTO ~ Pa3BUTHUA  (apMaleBTHYe-
CKHUX IOCJIEICTBUI XUMHYECKOTO MyTareHe- CKOH IPOMBILUICHHOCTH Ka)K/IBIH YEIOBEeK
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CTaHOBUTCA OOBEKTOM BO3JACHCTBHA JIEKap-
CTBEHHBIX TIpenaparoB [4]. 3mopoBbe Oymy-
LIEro IOKOJICHHS JIIOAEH B 3HAYUTEIBbHOU
CTEIICHN 3aBUCHUT OT TOTO, KaKOi reHeTHde-
CKUU Tpy3 OHHM HaKOIIJIU B BHJIC MYTAIIHIA.
MyTareHHOCTh OCHOBHOM NMPOTHOCTUYECKHIH
MPHU3HAK KAHIICPOTCHHON aKTUBHOCTH KCe-
HoOuoTHKOB. [lopakeHne reHoma uesioBeka
BEJICT K TOSBJICHUIO PA3IUYHBIX MATOJIOTHH:
37T0KaYeCTBEHHBIM HOBOOOPA30BaHISM,
CIIOHTAaHHBIM a0OpTaM, MHOKECTBCHHBIM
ITOPOKAaM Pa3BUTHS Y JCTEH, MpexkKIeBpEMEeH-
HOMY CTapeHHIO W MHOTUM IpyruM [boukos
H.IT., 1992].

XUMHYECKHE areHThbl CIIOCOOHBI MHTYIIH-
poBaTh JIO0YI0 M3 TpeX OOIIMX MYyTaIWi:
T'eHHbIC, XPOMOCOMHBIC M T'€HOMHBIC. YHH-
BEPCAIILHOTO METo/ia OOHAapyXeHHUsl Bcex
TUIIOB MYTallMil B HACTOSIIEE BPEMsl HE Cy-
mectByeT. OneHKa pHCKa BO3HUKHOBCHMS
MyTaIiii He MOXeT OBITh NMPOBEICHA HEIO-
CPEICTBEHHO Ha YEIIOBEKE, MOITOMY OBLIH
pa3paboTaHbl METOABI PETHCTPALUH TEHO-
TOKCHYECKUX  d(PPEKTOB  KCEHOOMOTHKOB
[Abunes C.K., 2012].

Metoapl T€HETHYECKOH TOKCHKOJIOTHU
MTO3BOJISIFOT BBISIBUTH MYTAllUU ['CHETHYCCKO-
ro Marepuana BCeX THUIOB. AHAIU3bI H3ME-
peHHS TCHETUYECKHUX MYTalUid MO3BOJIST
OIIPEJICTNTH JOTIOJIHEHNE, 3aMEHY WU T0Te-
pIO HYKJICOTHIOB B TeHE. AHAJIU3BI XPOMO-
COMHBIX MYTAaIl OMPENCIIOT HapyIICHUS
WIA XPOMOCOMHYIO II€PECTaHOBKY OJHOW
WIA HECKOJNBKUX XPOMOCOM. AHAJIHU3BI Te-
HOMHBIX MYTaIUH OMPEACIIIOT W3MCHCHHE
gHUCJIa XpOMOCOM (QHDYTIIONH).

MeToapl OLIEHKH W3MEHEHUH TreHeTHde-
CKOTO Marepuajja IOCTOSHHO COBEPIICHCT-
BYIOTCSI B CTOPOHY OBICTPOTBI BBITIOJHEHHS,
CHIDKCHUSI CTOMMOCTH MCCIIEJIOBaHHS C CO-
XPAaHCHHUEM UX YYBCTBUTEIBHOCTH U CIICIU-
¢duuHOCTH.

['maBHBIM  TPHUHIUIIOM  TECTHPOBAHUS
XAMHWYCCKUX COCTUHEHHNH HAa MYTareHHOCTb
SIBIISICTCA CTyIEHUYATas CHCTEMa HCCIIeI0Ba-
HU, BKJIIOYAOINAs ATAIl BRIABICHHUI MyTare-
HOB C ITIOMOINIBI0O KPAaTKOCPOYHBIX TECTOB H

9Tal KOJNWYCCTBEHHON OIEHKH MYTareHHO-
CTH BEIIECTB B ONBITAX Ha MICKOMHUTAIOIIHX.

OcHOBHbIE MOAXO0AbI TeHETUYEeCKOI
TOKCHKOJIOTHH

B wnacrosiee Bpemsi HamOoJibIliee pac-
MNPOCTPAHCHUE TIONYYMIM METOJbI aHAIN3a
TCHHBIX XPOMOCOMHBIC MyTalnui. AHau3
TCHHBIX MYTAllMil BKJIIOYACT NPUMCHCHHE
OakTepHambHBIX TECT-CUCTEM: TecT Dimca
HAa UWHAWUKATOPHBIX ITamMMmax S. #yphi-
murium, penapanuoHHbId  TecT  E.coli
(mamyknus SOS-oTBeTa). AHANIM3 XPOMO-
COMHBIX MYTaIlMii BKJIIOYAeT WHIYKIUIO
XPOMOCOMHBIX abepparyii Wi MAKPOSIEp B
KJICTKaX KOCTHOT'O MO3ra MJICKOITUTAOIIHX.

Jiist co3MaHusl TECT-CUCTEM OCHOBOIIOJA-
rarIuM (QakTopoM SBISETCS KPaTKOCPOU-
HOCTh MX BBITIOJIHCHUS, YCKOPCHHBIC METOIbI
npeJcKa3aHuss MyTareHHOTO PUCKA IS Ye-
JIOBEKA MO OTHOILICHHIO K CTAHAAPTHBIM Me-
TOJIaM OIpEIeNeHUs MYTareHHOCTH Ha JKH-
BOTHBIX. MyTareHsl, oOHapy>K€HHBIC MpHU
CKPHHUHTE, B JaJbHEHIIEM TOIBEPTaioT
WCCIICIOBAaHUIO HAa TECT-CHCTEMaX, IT03BO-
JSIOIINAX YYUTHIBATH WHAYKIUIO TEHETHYE-
CKUX HApYUICHUH B KJICTKAX MJICKOIUTAFO-
X in vitro u in vivo.

ITockoaBKY KpPaTKOCPOYHBIC TECTHI CIO-
COOHBI MOJICIUPOBATh JIUIb OTICIIbHBIC
CTauu MyTarcHesa, HanboJiee HHHOPMATHB-
HBIM SIBJISICTCSL (POPMHPOBAaHUEC HAOOpa Tec-
TOB, TaK Ha3bIBaGMBIX OaTapeil TeCTOB
[Tapacos B.A., 2003]. TecTbl, BKIIOYaeMbIe
B OJIHY Oarapero, MOJDKHBI OBITh B3aUMOJIO-
TOJHSIOIIUMHE, OTJINYATHCS 0 KOHEYHOMY
addexry (nospexnenne JITHK, reHnsie my-
TaIlA, XPOMOCOMHEIC abeppariy, Heoria-
cThyeckas TpaHchopMmalus, HapyIICHHE
METa0OJIMYCCKOW  KOOMEpAaIuy) WIH I10
YPOBHIO OMOJIOTMYECKON OpraHu3alnuu 00b-
€KTa HMCCJICIOBaHUs (MIPOKAPHOTHI, 3YKApUO-
TBI, CUCTEMBI in Vitro, in vivo). ITocienosa-
TENBHOCTh HCCIICAOBAHUH 3aKITIOYaeTCs B
IBIDKEHUH OT TPOCTBIX K CIOXKHBIM M OT
KpPaTKuX K 0ojee JTUTEIHHBIM SKCIePUMEH-
TaM, KOTOpPbIC JOJDKHBI MPOWUTH HaJIeka-
IIyI0 BAIMJAINIO Ha COCTMHCHUSAX C M3BECT-
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HOW MyTareHHOW aKTUBHOCTBIO.

HawnbGonee mosHO TpeOGOBaHUSAM, MPEIb-
SIBIISICMBIM K CKPHHHUHTOBBIM METOJAM TEC-
TUPOBAHHS HA TCHOTOKCHUYHOCTH, OTBEYAIOT
MHUKPOOHBIC TECT-CHCTEMbI, OCHOBAaHHbBIC Ha
UCIIOJIb30BAaHUM CIICIUAIBHO CKOHCTPYHPO-
BaHHBIX [ITAMMOB OaKTEPHIA.

TecThbl, pu MPUEMIIEMOH CTOUMOCTH U
JIOCTAaTOYHOW Pa3pabOTaHHOCTH, JOJDKHBI
OBITH BEICOKOYYBCTBUTEIFHBIMH, CHETIA(IY-
HBIMH ¥ O0JaiaTh OOJBIIONH MPOITYCKHOM
crocoOHocThIO. [lo ATUM TpeboBaHHUIM JTH-
UPYET TeCT, pa3paboranubiii B 1973 romy
aMepUKaHCKUM HccliefioBarenieM b.OimMcom
[Ames B.N. et al., 1973]. MeTox ocHOBaH Ha
CHOCOOHOCTH MYTarcHOB BBI3BIBATh 00paT-
HBIC MyTaluu (peBepcUr) K MPOTOTPOdHO-
CTH Y ayKCOTPO(HBIX M0 THCTUAUHY IITaM-
MOB S.typhimurium. PeBepTUPOBABIINE O]
JICHCTBUEM MyTarcHa KJICTKHU IPH BBICEBE Ha
CEJICKTUBHYIO THTATEIBHYIO Cperxy o0pa3y-
I0OT KoJIoHUHU. Eciu TecTupyemblil areHT siB-
JISIETCS MyTareHOM, B €T0 TPUCYTCTBHH YHC-
JI0O TakuX KOJOHUU OyneT Oojbime, 4em B
KOHTpOJIE (CTIOHTAaHHBIA YPOBEHb MYTaITUH).

Bce mtaMMbl SIBISIFOTCST TTPOU3BOHBIMU
naboparopHoro mramma Salmonella typhi-
murium LT-2, 0T KOTOpOro noj AeHCTBUEM
pa3IMYHBIX MYTarcHHBIX arcHTOB OBUIH I0-
JY4CHBI ayKCOTPO(HBIC MO THCTHUIUHY MY-
tauthl G-46, C-207, C-3076 u D-3052. Ilep-
BBIf MyTaHT UMEET MYTAIHIO 3aMEHBI OCHO-
BaHUH B C-TeHE THCTHIMHOBOTO OMEPOHA W
peBepTHPYET K MPOTOTPO(HOCTH MO ACHCT-
BHEM MYTarcHOB, BBI3BIBAIONINX COOTBETCT-
BEHHO MYTAallMM 3aMEHBl Map OCHOBaHHM.
OcTanpHBIe MYTaHTHI HECYT MyTAallUW THIA
capura cuutbiBanus B C (C-207 u C-3076) u
D (D-3952) renax u peBepTUPYIOT TOJBKO
MOJ{ JICHCTBHEM MYTAarcHOB, BBI3BIBAFOIIUX
9ToT TUll MyTauuit [Ames B.N., 1971]. Jdus
MOBBIIICHUS YYBCTBUTCIBHOCTH STHX MYTaH-
TOB K JICMCTBHIO MYTarceHOB B T'€HOM HH]IH-
KaTOPHBIX OaKTepHil BHECEHBI JOTIOTHUTEb-
HBIE MYTAIlH, KOTOPHIC TO3BOJWINA IOITY-
YUTH IIUPOKO HCIOJB3yEeMbIe B HACTOAIICE
BpeMms mwrtaMMel. [lenenns uvrB 3axBateiBaeT

OMOTHHOBBIN ONEPOH, YacTh TaJTaKTO3HOTO
onepoHa u reH uvrB. Tlocnemnmii nedext
BBI3BIBACT HAPYIICHUEC CUCTEMbI KCIIU3UOH-
HOW perapainyu, 4To emie 0ojiee MOBBIIIAeT
YYBCTBUTEIBHOCTh TECTEPHBIX IITAMMOB K
JeficTBul0  psAga  MyTareHoB.  Myra-
1y rfa yBeM4MBaeT MPOHUIAEMOCTh KJe-
TOYHOW CTEHKH BCJICJICTBHE JAC(PEKTOB B IO-
JIFCaXapuIHOM CIIO€.

[ITupokxoe MpUMEHEHHE HAIIIHN IITaMMEI,
Hecyme — Turasmuny pKM 101, Hosele
mramMmbl TA 100 uw TA 98, momydeHHBIE
MyTeM TIepeIavyn dTOH IIa3MHUIBI COOTBETCT-
BeHHo B mramMMbl TA 1535 u TA 1538, oka-
3aUch 0O0Jiee YYBCTBUTEIBHBI K JICHCTBHIO
psaa BEUIeCTB, Y€M MCXOIHBIC OecIuIa3Mu/I-
HBIC I TAMMBI.

XapakTepuCTHUKA WHIMKATOPHBIX IITaM-
MoB Salmonella typhimurium npencraBicHa
B Tabnumue 1.

AKTHBHOW (GOpPMOW MHOTHX MYTarcHOB
SBIISIOTCSI WX BBICOKOAKTHBHBIE MeTaboIH-
TBI, TIO3TOMY HEOOXOIUMBIM JOTIOTHEHHUEM
psima KpaTKOCPOYHBIX TECTOB SABISAETCS BOC-
npou3BeeHne MeTabonm3ma in vitro. C aToit
Henpl0 B mccenoBanusx  Malling H.V.
[2004] ObUTO TIOKA3aHO, YTO IICYCHB T'PHI3Y-
HOB COJICPXKHUT OOJBIIOE KOJUYECTBO (hep-
MEHTOB, HEOOXOIMMBIX JJIsl OCYIICCTBICHHUS
METa0OJIMYCCKOTO MPEBPAIICHUS WU aKTH-
Baiuu. TakuM 00pa3oM, MHOTHE METOJIbI
TEHETHUYECKOTO OICHKH in Vitro MpOBOISATCS
¢ 00aBJIeHUEM aHAJIOTUYHBIX (HhePMEHTHBIX
npemnapaTtoB. [IpocTeie mpemapaTsl Ha3bIBa-
FOTCS CMeChio S9, a OUHIICHHBIE — MUKPOCO-
MaMH.

B ximaccmueckoM HCIIOTHEHUH TecT DWM-
ca mpoBOJMTCs B yamikax [leTpu ¢ mcmosnb-
30BaHUEM IJIOTHON MHUTATCIILHOW CPEIbl, HE
coJieprKalIeii THCTUAMH. B naHHOM BapuaHTte
KOJIMYECTBO YaIlIeK COOTBCTCTBYET TECTH-
pyeMoMy mTaMMy OaKTEpUU M KOJIUYECTBY
TECTUPYEMBIX KOHIEHTpanuid. B cBs3u ¢
STHM METOJ SABJISETCS TPOMO3JIKAM U TPYHO-
EMKHUM.

B nmrepaTtype ommcaHbI pa3iIWYHBIE MO-
mupukanmuu Tecta Okmca [Maron D.M.,
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Taéauna 1
XapakTepucTuKa TecT-INTaMMoB Salmonella typhimurium
Myranuu Tun
Il TammbI ayKcOTpO(HOCTH 110 Tlnasmmna PpEeTUCTpUPYEMbIX
rfa uvrB pKM 101 N
THCTHJITHY MyTalui
G-45 G-46 - - - 3aMeHa OCHOBaHUN
TA 1950 G-46 - + - 3amMeHa OCHOBaHMIA
TA 1534 D-3052 - + - CIIBUT CUATBHIBAHUS
TA 1535 G-46 + + - 3amMeHa OCHOBaHMIA
TA 1536 C-207 + + - CIIBUT CUATBHIBAHUS
TA 1537 C-3076 + + - CIBUT CYATBHIBAHUSA
TA 1538 D-3052 + + - CIBUT CUATHIBAHUS
TA 100 G-46 + + + 3amMeHa OCHOBaHMIA
TA 98 D-3552 + + + CIBUT CUATBHIBAHUS
Ames B.N., 1983], Takue kak «rpajueHr - HUTh MYTareHHyl0 aKTHBHOCThL OOpas3IloB,
TecT DiMca ®W  aBTOMAaTU3MPOBAHHBIN COZIepKaAILUX TOKCUYECKUE KOMIIOHEHTHI.

«cnmpanbHblii»y Tect Diimca [Diehl M., Fort
F., 1996], TecT DiiMca, OCHOBaHHbBIH Ha OHO-
momuHecieHTHOM Metone [Guadano A. Et
al., 1999]. OcHoBHas Uzes YCOBEPIICHCTBO-
BaHUIl — aBTOMAaTHU3AIMS MPOLEAYPI TECTH-
POBaHUS U MOBBILIICHAC YYBCTBUTEIBHOCTU K
OT/IENFHBIM THIIAM MYTarc¢HOB.

Hamnbonee onTuManbHBIM SBISIETCS TECT
DiiMca B MHKpOIUTAHIIETHOM (opmare ¢
HCTIONIb30BaHWEM 384-TyHOUHBIX TUIAHIIET.
B nanHo# MoauduKauy MpUMEHSIETCS KU~
Kasg KyJbTypajbHas OCHOBA C JOOaBICHHEM
WHIUKATOPHOU cpenpl. Takum o0pa3oM, mpu
HAJIMYMHA MYTareHHBIX CBOMCTB TECTHUPYEMO-
TO areHTa poct S.typhimurium cONpoOBOXIa-
eTCS HM3MCHCHUEM IIBETAa CPEIbl B JIYHKAaX
mianmwersl.  C  ucnojb3oBaHueM — 384-
JIYHOUYHBIX IUIAHIICT MOKHO OJHOMOMEHTHO
OIICHUTh MYTareHHBIC CBOWCTBA Cpa3zy He-
CKOJIBKMX KOHIICHTPAIlMA KCEHOOMOTHKA.
CpaBHEHHE C HETATHBHBIM KOHTPOJEM IIO-
3BOJISIET TIPOBECTH OLIEHKY ITUTOTOKCHYECKO-
ro 3¢ ¢eKra TeCTUPyeMOTo areHra Ha OakTe-
pHUaNbHBIC KIICTKH, YTO Ba)KHO NpPU BBIOOpPE
JuanasoHa J03 sl UCCIeI0BaHUs MOTeHLU-
anbHOM MyTrareHHoOW axTuBHOCTU. K Hemoc-
TaTKaM JaHHOW MOJU(DUKAIUN MOXKHO OTHE-
CTH BpEMsl CCJICKIIMU MYTaHTHBIX KOJOHUIA,
KOTOpOHM MO-NpekHeMY cocTaBiseT 48 ua-
coB. Kpome Toro, MeTo1 HE MO3BOJISIET OI1e-

K nocrounncTBam npumeHeHHs OakTepH-
IBHBIX TECTOB OTHOCSATCS HKOHOMHYHOCTB,
BBICOKAsl YyBCTBHUTEJIHHOCTb, BO3MOXHOCTh
apromatuzanuu [Casunkas HW.C., 2007].
BosmoxHO, Oynyiiye uccieoBaHus 03B0-
JSIT CO3aTh COBEPIICHHBIE METOJbI, KOTO-
pble TO3BOJAT MPOBOAWUTH 00J€e TOYHBIN
MPOTHO3.

Bacterial test systems to evaluate the
potential mutagenic effect of new drugs

A. Atsapkina, K. Kryshen, M.
Makarova, V. Makarov.

ABSTRACT

Genetic toxicity refers to the ability of
substances or physical agents to damage the
DNA and/or chromosomes of cells. Such
damage can lead to mutations that increase
the likelihood of certain diseases, such as
cancer and birth defects. Genotoxicity and
mutagenicity testing are an important part of
the hazard assessment of pharmaceutical
compound for regulatory purposes.

Genotoxicity test systems that are based
on bacteria display an important role in the
detection and assessment of DNA damaging
chemicals. They belong to the basic line of
test systems due to their easy realization,
rapidness, broad applicability, high sensitiv-
ity and good reproducibility. Since the de-
velopment of the Salmonella microsomal
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mutagenicity assay by Ames and coworkers
in the early 1970, significant development in
bacterial genotoxicity assays was achieved
and is still a subject matter of research. The
basic principle of the mutagenicity assay is a
reversion of a growth inhibited bacterial
strain, due to auxotrophy, back to a fast
growing phenotype (regain of prototrophy).
A very important aspect of genotoxicity test-
ing is the bioactivation of drugs to DNA-
damaging compounds. Most widely used is
the extracellular metabolic activation by
making use of rodent liver homogenates. In
summary, beginning with «natural» tester
strains the rational design of bacteria led to
highly specific and sensitive tools for a
rapid, reliable and cost effective genotoxicity
testing that is of outstanding importance in
the risk assessment of compounds and in
genotoxicology.

Key words: drug mutagenesis, bacterial
test systems, genotoxicity, mutagens.
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